BASIC's 2017 Reading Academy Report

Borrego Reading Academy
REPORT CARD – 2017
The Reading Academy, a BASIC (Basic Assistance for Students in the
Community) program, is a community-embedded “school without walls” that was held
at the Steele-Burnand Anza-Borrego Desert Research Center. Full-day classes were scheduled for four
weeks beginning July 13, 2017.
The second summer Reading Academy helped eighteen 2 nd and 3rd grade students from Borrego Springs
Unified School District increase their literacy proficiency. The four-week intensive literacy/reading program
is patterned over a highly successful program in Richmond, Indiana, now in its tenth year. It is described at
www.everychildcanread.org
This year we also offered an English Language Learning (ELL) class to thirteen middle school and high
school students in our community.
Program Objectives for 2nd and 3rd grade students
 All students will improve their reading and English Language Arts performance measured by
pre and post testing and standardized tests
 35 - 50% of our students
◦ will reach their reading grade equivalent on a standardized test
◦ become word strong by building a grade level vocabulary
 Demonstrate 95% daily attendance
 Increase positive attitudes toward reading and a love of learning
Program Objectives for ELL students
 All students will improve their English language fluency, reading, writing and vocabulary measured
by pre and post testing
 Demonstrate 95% daily attendance

2017 Outcomes for All Students






31 students enrolled and 31 students completed the 20 day program
98.5% overall attendance rate
The 18 children about to enter 3rd and 4th grades were tested at the beginning and again at the end
of the 4-week period using FOUNTAS & PINNELL testing. Each child improved. The average
improvement was 4.1 months; the range was 1 to 9 months.
When comparing results on standard tests administered by the school in the spring and the fall, 3 rd
and 4th grade Reading Academy students performed significantly better than their non-Academy
peers.
The 13 middle and high school ELL students, now in grades 6 to 12, were tested for reading,
speaking and understanding at the beginning and again at the end of the Academy. Each of them
improved; 9 of them improved by 1 grade level and 4 improved by 2 grade levels.
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Feedback from all audiences has been excellent:
From the students…
 “I would recommend this class “because it really helps you.””
 “I learned that you have to keep trying”
 “I would tell my friends to come because I want them to learn more.”.”
 “I loved the project because it was a fun challenge to me.” ”
 “I used to be bad at reading and I got better.”
 “The games helped me with speaking in front of other people.”
 “...we communicate with each other and practice the talk and get more confidence.”
From the families…
 “My child loves it. She gets everything set up each night, even her water bottle in the fridge, to be
ready to go in the morning.”
 “ My brother is reading more now and he has found his voice and is more confidant speaking in
public.”
From their classroom teachers in the fall…
 “The majority of the ELL students are in my class and I do see a difference.””
 “ I hope this program continues.”
 “After reviewing writing and reading samples, three of the students from the Reading Academy ELL
class will be moving to a higher ELD class.”
Background
Research indicates that children spend their early school years (grades 1 to 3)
learning basic literacy skills. After grade 3 they use those literacy skills to learn everything else.
Statistically, children who do not read at grade level by the end of grade 3 get further and further behind in
subsequent grades. They rarely close the gap and are at high risk for dropping out of school. Literacy
enables people to learn and comprehend, think critically, solve problems, share information and interact
effectively with others – all important skills for life and career success. Historically 40 – 60% of Borrego's
third graders do not read at grade level.
Structure
Two trained teachers and two instructional aides developed and led the classes for
literacy/reading for the 2 nd and 3rd grade students. The program used best small group teaching practices
targeted to students in the 2nd and 3rd grades who need a literacy “boost”.
One ELL training specialist and one instructional aide developed curriculum to expand vocabulary and
improve reading, writing and speaking capabilities for students in a fun learning environment for the middle
and high school students.
A headmaster was also present to manage all administrative issues.
Other “key features” that define the Reading Academy include:
 Door-to-door bus service
 Free hot breakfast and lunch every day
 Free books for the students' personal home libraries
 Free t-shirts and backpacks to build identity and pride
 Incentives for weekly attendance and perfect attendance
award of an iPad
 Celebration event with certificates of completion
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_________________________________________________________________________________
BASIC Reading Academy 2017 Donor Honor Roll
(many of these donors also supported other BASIC Programs)

$25-$99
Susanna and Leon Fuhrman
Jennifer Shirey
Deborah Sperberg and John Strong
$100-$249
David Archibald and Gloria Bader
Renate and Bill Brenneke
Patricia Cluck
Anne and Stan Ferguson
Joni Halpern
Jan and Don Nicholas
Judy and Ward Thompson
Anne and Jim Wermers
$500-$999
Borrego Outfitters
Cindy and Dave Jackson
Barbara and Ron Newson
Melanie and Gerald Shonkwiler
Homer and Bettina Townsend
Sue and Larry Vescera
Janis and George Wallace
$1000 – $4999
American Endowment Foundation
Borrego Springs Rotary Foundation
Borrego Springs Civic Foundation
Grex Family Fund
Sandra and Robert Keeley
Joann and David Stang
Umpqua Bank
Jenny and Bill Wright
Janet and Curt Yaws
$5000 or more
Sandy and John Angle
BASIC
Borrego Valley Endowment Fund
The Richard Brooke Foundation
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San Diego Board of Supervisors,
District Five, Supervisor Bill Horn
Gifts-in-kind
ABDNHA
Beth Nichols & Mackenzie Boyd
Borrego Springs Chamber of Commerce
Borrego Springs Unified School District
Phil Blair and Manpower San Diego
Claudia Goldberg
Diane Johnson
Kathleen, Jane & Tom Kearns
San Diego County Library – Borrego Branch
Steele-Burnand Anza-Borrego Desert
Research Center
Umpqua Bank
A Special “Thank You” also goes to
Barbara Coates
Ana Hernandez
Sherrilynn Polanco
Darlis and Gary Bailey
Martha Deichler
Sicco Rood
Elaine Tulving
Lupita Rojas
Jim Dice
Sue Vescera
Robin Connors
Larry Gilstrap
Susan Deering
Jeff Price
BASIC’s Reading Academy Committee
Joann Stang, Director
Joanne Ingwall, Finance
Sandra Angle, Education Director
Curt Yaws, Administrator/Headmaster
Reading Academy Teaching
Staff
Graciela Muro, Teacher
Robin Lillyreed, Teacher
Jan Naragon, ELL Teacher
Tania Fuerte, Teaching Aide
David Rameriz, Teaching Aide
Bretnee Schmaderer, Teaching Aide
Jennifer Helm, Substitute Teacher
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